ORDINANCE NO. 02, 2023

AN ORDINANCE SUBMITTING TO THE ELECTORS OF ST.
BERNARD CERTAIN AMENDMENTS TO THE CHARTER
RELATED TO VILLAGE COUNCIL

WHEREAS, Section 11.02 of the Charter provides that it be flexible and be able
to meet the changing conditions and needs of the Municipality as it grows and
develops; and

WHEREAS, Section 11.02 of the Charter provides for amendments to the
Charter to meet such changing conditions and needs of the Municipality; and

WHEREAS, Section 11.02 of the Charter provides that Charter amendments be

made “in accordance with the procedures set forth in Article XVIII, Section 9 of
the Ohio Constitution;” and

WHEREAS, Council has discussed and determined that certain Charter
amendments be proposed to the electorate related to City Council terms to meet
the changing conditions and needs of the Municipality; and

WHEREAS, Village Council desires to place the attached proposed Charter
amendments on the ballot for the electorate to consider at the May 2023 primary
election; now therefore,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE VILLAGE OF ST. BERNARD,
STATE OF OHIO, NOT LESS THAN FOUR MEMBERS CONCURRING:

Section 1. That the attached Charter revisions be submitted to a vote of the
qualified electors of the Village of St. Bernard, at an election to be held on
Tuesday, the second day of May, 2023, at the regular places of voting in St.
Bernard and during the hours established by the Hamilton County, Ohio
Board of Elections, pursuant to Section 11 of the Charter.

Section 2. That the ballot of said election shall, at the top thereof, be entitled
“Proposed Charter Revisions.” Thereunder shall be printed: “A majority vote is
necessary for adoption.” To the left of such wording shall appear, in boxes (or
otherwise appropriate space) for indicating, the words “Yes” and “No” and each
voter shall vote by so indicating in one of the places so provided.

Section 3. That the Mayor or his designee are hereby directed to mail a copy
of the proposed Charter revisions to each elector whose name appears on the
County’s registration books of the last general election held in the Village of St.

Bernard, and as supplemented since such election, at least 30 days before the
date of the election.

Section 4. That the Clerk of Council or the Deputy Clerk of Council is hereby

directed to certify a copy of this ordinance to the Board of Elections of Hamilton
County, Ohio.

Section 5. That this Ordinance shall take effect 60 days before the May 2
primary election so as to comply with the state constitutional provision and so
that the attached proposed revisions to the Charter can be submitted to the
Board of Elections for placement on the May 2023 primary election ballot.

Passed this _Zﬁ 2‘\‘4’\ day of :S-(M i UOLV "% , 2023.
e At A

President of Council

/1, O
ATTESTéﬁff%/ =0

Clerk of CBTJ/rlci{l/
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Approved this &% day of _\: YQJ_ LA Y9< , 2023.

I, CAROLINE STEGMAN, CLERK OF COUNCIL, VILLAGE OF ST. BERNARD,
STATE OF OHIO, DO HEREBY testify that the publication of Ordinance No. 02,
2023, was made by posting true copies of the same in the most public places
designated by Council: City Hall, Vine Street and Washington Avenue; for a
period of fifteen (15) days or more commencing Qa}_g ﬂ% 2ot 2025 .,
2023.

ATTEST: DATE QAN U&‘m/ 2ot 2023

Approved as to fom >Lé[\Date b)»& M

Director6f Lay(zv(/
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Exhibit A.

Village of St. Bernard, Ohio
Proposed Charter Amendments
Village Council
Ordinance No. 02, 2023

Transition from a four (4) ward, three (3) at-large council to strictly a seven (7) person at-large
council.

Transition from a two (2) year term for council members to a staggered/overlapping (4) year
terms, commencing on the first day of December next after the election and serving until their
successors are elected and qualified. At the first municipal election after the adoption of
this Charter the three (3) candidates receiving the largest number of votes shall be
elected to four (4) year terms of office and the four (4) candidates receiving the next
highest number of votes shall be elected to two (2) year terms of office. Thereafter all
members of Council shall be elected for a four (4) year term of office.

Vice Mayor and President of Council shall be elected to a term of four (4) years,
commencing on the first day of December next after the election and serving until the
successor is elected and qualified.

Mayor shall be elected to a term of four (4) years, commencing on the first day of
December next after the election and serving until the successor is elected and
qualified.
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Charter

Article | - Incorporation, Powers and Form of Government

Article Il - Legislative Authority

Article 11l - Executive

Article IV - Administrative Officers and Departments

Article V - Boards and Commissions

Article VI - Taxation and Finance Power to Tax, Spend and Incur Debts
Article VII - Nominations, Elections and Removal

Article VIII - Initiative and Referendum

Article 1X—TFransition-Between City-and Milage Status-Continuity
Srtiele i -Transitien vpen Sdoptien-of Charter

Article X4 - General Provisions
Incorporation, Powers and Form of Government

Section 1.01 Preamble: WE THE PEOPLE of St. Bernard, Ohio, in order to secure home rule,
provide efficient and fair methods of administering the affairs of the community, ensure the
continuation of our present form of government, and provide the best possible protection for

the health, safety, and welfare of the community, do hereby adopt this Charter.

Section 1.02 Incorporation: The municipal corporation now existing in the County of Hamilton,
State of Ohio, and known as the City of St. Bernard, and hereinafter referred to as the

"municipality" shall be and continue to be a municipal corporation with all the privileges and



powers pertaining thereto. The provisions of this Charter shall apply whether St. Bernard is

classified as a city or a Village under Ohio law.

Section 1.03 Powers: The Municipality shall have all powers, privileges, and benefits of local
self-government and home rule and all other powers accorded to a municipality under the
Constitution and general laws of the State of Ohio now or hereafter in effect. All such powers
shall be exercised in the manner prescribed by this Charter or, if not prescribed herein, in such
manner as shall be provided by ordinances or resolution. The general laws of the State of Ohio
not inconsistent with the Charter, or with ordinances of St. Bernard, shall have the force and
effect of ordinances of the Municipality. The enumeration of particular and specific powers in
this Charter shall not be deemed to exclude other powers to which the Municipality is now or

hereafter becomes entitled under the Constitution and general laws of the State of Ohio.

Section 1.04 Form of Government: The form of municipal government provided by this Charter
shall be known as the “strengMayer- "Mayor-Council" form of government. The powers of the
municipal government shall be distributed according to the provisions of this Charter among

the elected and appointed officials, boards, and commissions, and the electorate.

Section 1.05 Change in Form of Government: The electors of the Municipality shall have the
power to change the form of government from the “strong-Mayeor: “Mayor-Council” form of
government to one of the optional plans permitted by Ohio Revised Code § 705 as presently
codified or hereafter amended only by amendment of this Charter pursuant to the procedures

set forth in Section 11.02 of the Charter and Article XVIII, Section 9 of the Ohio Constitution.



Legislative Authority

Section 2.01 Council: All legislative powers of the Municipality shall be vested;subject-te-the
terms-of this-Charterand-of-the-Constitution-and-laws-of the State.ef-Ohie;-in an elected Council

which shall consist of seven (7) electors of the municipality.

Section 2.02 Composition and Terms of Office: Fhe-Councilshallbe-composed-of-not-fewer
than-seven-members; four of whom shall-be-elected-by wards and three of whoem-shall-be
elected-by the electors-af the Municipaliby-at-large - Pursuant to-Ohio Revised-Code5731.01, for
the first twenty-theusand-inhabitants-of the Municipality-in-addition-te-the original-five
thousand; there shall-be tweo additional Couneil members-elected by-wards;and for-evepy
fifteen theusandsinhabitants thereafter there shal-be-ene additional member similarly-elected.
Fhe total-rumber-of members-of Councilshall not-exceed-seventeen-Members-of eauneil shall
be.elected for a term-of fwo years, commencing the first dayof Jandary next after-the election
and serving until theirsuecessorsare elected and gualified-The electors of the Municipality
may-by-affirmative votechange the term-of office-for council members to-fouryears-and,if
the terms of office are se-changed; institute staggered terms of office--Any-such-ehange in-the
terms of office-shal-be accomplished pursuant-te-the procedures set forth in-Ohio-Revised
Code-§5731.03-as-presently-codified-or-hereafteramended: Council shall be elected by the
electors of the Municipality at-large. Members of Council shall be elected to four-year
overlapping terms, commencing on the first day of December next after the election and
serving until their successors are elected and qualified. At the first municipal election after

the adoption of this Charter the three (3) candidates receiving the largest number of votes



shall be elected to four (4) year terms of office and the four (4) candidates receiving the next
highest number of votes shall be elected to two (2) year terms of office. Thereafter all

members of Council shall be elected for a four (4) year term of office.

Section 2.03 Qualifications: Fhe qualifications-of-council- members-shall- be-geverned by-Ohio
Revised Code-58731.02-and §731.44-as-presently-codified-or hereafter amended.-Council
rrembors-atlocge shall-be clectars of the Muaicipality and-coundl rrembers from wards shall
be-electors-of the Municipality whe have resided in-their respective wards for a-continueus
period of net less than ene year preceding the election. Council members shall net kold any
other-public office-except-that-of a netary public-or-a member-of the state militia and-shall
reither beinterested in-any contract -with-the Muaicipality-nor held employment with the
Municipality—A eauneil-member whe ceases to-possess any of these gualification; whe-remexes
trom-his or-herward, i elected from o ward;-or from the Municipality; if elected at farge, shall
forfeit-his-or-heroffice: Council members shall be electors of the Municipality who have
resided in the municipality for a continuous period of not less than one year preceding the
election. Council members shall not hold any other public office, except that of a notary
public or a member of the state militia, and shall neither be interested in any contract with
the Municipality nor hold employment with the Municipality. A council member who ceases
to possess any of these qualifications or who removes from the Municipality shall

immediately forfeit his or her office.



Section 2.04 Vacancies and Removals: All-vacancies-in-the-office-of-a-councilmembershall-be
filled- pursuant to-the procedures set forth-in-Ohio-Revised-Code-§ 731.43-as presently-codified

er-hereafteramended-:

(A) The Council shall immediately declare vacant the seat of any member who shall cease to
be a resident of municipality. Council may also declare vacant the seat of any member who
persistently fails to abide by the rules of the Council or who is otherwise guilty of misconduct
affecting performance of his or her duties as a councilperson. Such action shall be taken only
upon the concurrence of five members of Council at a regular meeting of Council after service
of notice upon such of such proposed action at least twenty-four hours in advance of such
meeting.

(B) Vacancies in the membership of the Council shall be filled for the unexpired term by a
majority vote of the remaining members of Council within 60 days after the vacancy occurs. If
the Council does not fill the vacancy within the 60-day period the Mayor shall fill the vacancy

by an appointment for the unexpired term.

Section 2.05 Compensation of Council Members: Compensation of council members shall be

set by ordinance, subject to the Constitution and general laws of the State of Ohio now or

hereafter in effect.

Section 2.06 Meetings of Council: The requirements of quorum, regular meetings, and special
meetings shall be governed by Ohio Revised Code §§ 731.44 - 731.46 as presently codified or
hereafter amended. Council shall conduct "open" meetings in accordance with Ohio Revised

Code § 121.22 as presently codified or hereafter amended. Council shall maintain a journal in



accordance with Ohio Revised Code § 731.45 as presently codified or hereafter amended and
shall have the power to establish its own rules and to punish or expel members in accordance

with Ohio Revised Code § 731.45 as presently codified or hereafter amended.

Section 2.07 Powers, Duties and Liabilities of Council Members: Council and its members shall
possess all powers, duties and liabilities afforded to city councils and city council members
under Ohio Revised Code § 731 as presently codified or hereafter amended and the

Constitution and general laws of the State of Ohio now or hereafter in effect.

Section 2.08 Procedure for Enacting Ordinances and Resolutions: Council procedures for
making motions and enacting ordinances and resolutions shall be governed by Ohio Revised
Code §§ 731.18- 731.27 as presently codified or hereafter amended and the Constitution and
general laws of the State of Ohio now or hereafter in effect. Council shall have the power to
enact emergency legislation in accordance with Ohio Revised Code § 731.10 as presently
codified or hereafter amended and the Constitution and general laws of the State of Ohio now

or hereafter in effect.

Section 2.10 Officers of Legislative Authority: In accordance with the procedures set forth in
Ohio Revised Code § 731.04 as presently codified or hereafter amended and the Constitution
and general laws of the State of Ohio now or hereafter in effect, Council shall elect a president

pro tempore, a clerk and such other employees as are necessary.


https://731.18-731.27

Executive

Section 3.01 Mayor: There shall be a Mayor who shall be elected for a term of four years,
commencing on the first day of January December, commencing on the first day of December
next after the election and serving until their successors are elected and qualified, who shall
have all powers and duties accorded to the mayor of a municipality under Ohio Revised Code §§
733.01 - 733.08 and §§ 733.30-733.41 as presently codified or hereafter amended and the
Constitution and general laws of the State of Ohio now or hereafter in effect. The Mayor shall
be an elector of the Municipality and shall have resided in the municipality for a continuous

period of not less than one year preceding the election.

Section 3.02 Vice Mayor and President of Council: There shall be a Vice Mayor who shall serve
as President of Council. The Vice Mayor shall be elected for a term of twe-four years,
commencing on the first day of January December next after the election and serving until the
successor is elected and qualified. The Vice Mayor shall be an elector of the Municipality. The
Vice Mayor shall have all powers and duties accorded to a president of the legislative authority
of a city under Ohio Revised Code § 733.09 as presently codified or hereafter amended and the

Constitution and general laws of the State of Ohio now or hereafter in effect.

Boards and Commissions

Section 5.01 Planning Commission: Council may establish a Planning Commission, with shall
have all powers and duties accorded to a city planning commission under chapter 713 of the

Ohio Revised Code as presently codified or hereafter amended and the Constitution and


https://733.30-733.41

general laws of the State of Ohio now and hereafter in effect. Pursuant to Ohio Revised Code §
713.01 as presently codified or hereafter amended, the Planning Commission shall consist of
the Mayor, the Public Service Director and three citizens of the Municipality who shall be

appointed by the Mayor.

Section 5.02 Recreation Board: Council may establish a Recreation Board, which shall consist of
five members, two of whom shall be appointed from the Board of Education and three of
whom shall be appointed by the Mayor. The Recreation Board shall have all powers and duties
accorded to a city recreation board under Ohio Revised Codel§§ 755.12 - 755.181 as presently
codified or hereafter amended and the Constitution and general laws of the State of Ohio now

and hereafter in effect.

Section 5.03-Board of Health: Pursuant to-Ohie Revised Code §3709.01; the Municipality shall
eenstitute a city-health district and-pursuant to-Ohie-Revised-Code § 3709.05; the Mayer;-as
president of the Board-of Health,shal-appeint-and Council shall-confirm, a Beard of Health;
consisting-of five members and possessing al-of the pewers-and duties accorded o a eiyboard
etheslthwader Caopier 2700 ef the Ohlp Revised Code a5 presenthyeadified er hereafior
amended-and-the Constitution and-general laws of the State-of Ohio-now and-hereafterin
effect-Fhe Board of Health-shall have the powerto-appoint a Health-Commissionerand-a
Registered-Nurse,as-Director-of Nursing - te-contract for the services of a-Registered-Sanitarian;
as-Director of Environmental Health-and a Licensed-Rest Control-Officer-The Mayer;as
President-of the Board of Health;-shall- have the power to-appoint 3 plumbing Commissioner;

whe shall-serve urder the Health-Commissioner-Consiste pt- with-Ohie-taw-regarding municipal



coatrasts, the Plurbing Commissionera registered licensed Master Rlumber; shall-have the

powerte-contract with-state-certified-inspectors-te-conductinspections:

Section 5.034 Civil Service Commission: The Mayor shall appoint a Civil Service Commission
with the concurrence of Council, as procedurally set forth in Ohio Revised Code, consisting of a
three-member board with overlapping terms, the members of which shall serve as the civil
service commission of the city, the school district and city health district, as specified by Article
XV, Section 10 of the Ohio Constitution and Chapter 124 of the Ohio Revised Code as presently
codified or hereafter amended. No member of this Commission shall be in the classified or
unclassified service of the Municipality. Any eligible officer or employee may, within thirty
days of receiving an adverse decision from the Civil Service Commission, appeal to the Court of

Common Pleas for Hamilton County.

Legislative Authority

Section 6.01 Power to Tax, Spend and Incur Debt: The Municipality shall have all powers
granted to municipalities, by the Constitution and general laws of the State of Ohio now or
hereafter in effect, to impose taxes, expend funds for public purposes, incur debts, borrow

money and issue bonds.

Nominations, Elections and Removal



Section 7.01 Municipal Elections: Except as expressly provided in this Charter, the Constitution
and general laws of the State of Ohio now or hereafter in effect shall govern the nomination,

election and removal of elective officers of the Municipality.

Section 7.02 Recall: Any elective officer of the Municipality may be removed from office by the
qualified voters of the Municipality, pursuant to Ohio Revised Code § 705.92 as presently
codified or hereafter amended and the Constitution and general laws of the State of Ohio now

or hereafter in effect

Section 7.03 Qualified Electors: All citizens qualified to vote in the Municipality by the
Constitution and general laws of the State of Ohio now or hereafter in the effect and who
satisfy the requirements for registration prescribed by law shall be qualified electors within the

meaning of this Charter.

Initiative and Referendum

Section 8.01 Initiative: In accordance with Ohio Revised Code §§ 731.28 and 731.30- 731.40 as
presently codified or hereafter amended and the Constitution and general laws of the State of
Ohio now and hereafter in effect, the electors of the Municipality shall have the power to

propose ordinances and other measures by initiative petition.



Section 8.02 Referendum: In accordance with Ohio Revised Codet§§ 731.29 - 731.40 as
presently codified or hereafter amended and the Constitution and general laws of the State of
Ohio now and hereafter in effect, the electors of the Municipality shall have the power to
approve or reject at the polls any ordinance or other measure enacted by council, except for

emergency ordinances enacted by council.
Fransition-Between City-and-Village-Status Continuity

Section-9:01 Intent-of the Electors: it-istheintent of the electors-of the Municipality-in
adeopting this-Charter to- maintain-as-nearas-possible the form and structure-of government
exdsting at-the fime-of the initial adeption-of the Charter-The provisions efthis-Charter are
designed-to-replicate the form; - structure, powers,and-duties of municipal government
acecorded-to-statutory-cities-in-the-State-of Ohio—Except-as-expressly-provided-herein-where the
Ohio Revised Code preseribes o different form oF structure or different powersand dutiesfor
statutory-cities-and statutory villages;-it-is-the intent-of the electors-of the Municipality; as
expressed-in this-Charer-fo-follow the preseriptions fer statutory eities, whether the

Municipality-is-a city of a-village-

Section 9.012 Continuity of Municipal Structure: in-the-event-of-a-change-in-the-Municipality's
status-as a-city-oravilage, al offices; departments; boards, and commissions; which-exist-at-the
discretion-of Council-the Mayor; or otherofficers of the Municipality-shall-continue to-exist;

with-al powers-and duties previously accorded-to-them; brtil-the appropriate authority



expressiy-determines-etherwise: Except as otherwise herein provided, all offices,

departments, boards, and commissions in existence at the time this Charter is adopted shall
continue to exist, with all powers and duties previously accorded to them. In the event that
any such existing powers and duties are inconsistent with those granted by this Charter, the

provisions of the Charter shall prevail and control.

Section-9.03-Continuity of Powerand Duties: Whetherthe Municipality is a eity-era-vilage, the
Municipality and its exeeutive and administrative officers, Couneil, couneil-members;
departments; boards;-and commissions shall-retain-al- powers-and duties set forth-in-this
Charter-except-those specificalby-and-expressly addressed-herein-and these that-are
inconsistent with-the Constitutionand general laws-of the State of Ohio-row or-hereafterin

effect.

Section 9.02 Continuity of Administration: Fellewinga-transition-between-city-and-village
status, all individuals serving as-elected or appointed officials shall continve in-office, subject to
the terms of this-Charter-until the expiration-of their terms-of office: All individuals serving as
elected or appointed officials at the time this Charter is adopted shall continue in office,

subject to the terms of this Charter, until the expiration of their terms of office.

Section-9.05-Continuity-of- Wardsi-Following a transition between-eity and village status, the
estisting division-of the Municipality inte ward s shall-esatinue in foree until-Covnell wndertakes
redistricting pursuant-to-Bhio-Revised Code 5 731.86 as-presently eodified o hereafter

amended and the Constitution and general laws of the State of Ohio-now or hereafterin effect:



Section 9.03 Continuity of Laws: Fellowing-atransition-between-city-and-village-status;-all-or
Ordinaneesand resetutionsin-effect at the firme shall eantinuein foree untib-amended o
repealed-by-Couneil: All ordinances and resolutions in effect at the time this Charter is

adopted shall continue in force until amended or repealed by Council.

Section-9.07-Board-o £ Health: +f the Municipality becomes a vilage; the Municipality shall;
pursaartto Ohis-Revised-Code 5 3709.01; thereatter participatein a general-health distriet-The
Municipality s Board-of Health-shal-continue to-exist, but shall subsegquently-be knewn-as-the
Health Sepvice Commissien-The Municipality's Health Sepvice-Commission shall continte te
have all pewersapd duties aceorded-bythis-Charter o the Board of Health-and aceorded by the
Constitution-and-general- taws-of the-State-of Ohio now or-hereafter in-effect-to-a-city board.of
health-except those powers-and duties-granted-exelusively-to the Board-of Health operatingin

the general-health-district in-which the Muricipality shal-thereafter participate:

Section 9.048 Civil Service Commission: {fthe-Municipality-becomes-a-vilage,-£The Municipality

shall eentinue-te have a Civil Service Commission, which shall retain all powers and duties

granted by Section 5.034 of this Charter.

Section 9.059 Miscellaneous Provisions: Whether the Municipality is a city or a village, the
conduct of elections, the power to recall elective officers and the rights to initiative and

referendum shall be governed by this Charter and shall remain the same.

Transition-upen-Adoption-efCharter



Section-10.01-Continuity-of Municipal-Structure: All- offices; departments, - beards;and
eommissions in-existence-at the time this-Charteris-adopted shal eontinue fo-exist; with-all
powers-and duties previously accorded to them-~#athe event that-any sueh existing powers-and
dutiesare inconsistent with-those granted-by this-Charter; the provisions-ofthe Chartershall
prevail and control-Section-10.02 Continuity of Administration: All individuals-serving as-elected
arappointed-officials at the time this Charter is adopted shall continue in-office subject to the
terms-ofthis-Charter-until the expiration-of theirterms of office-Section-10.03-Continuity of
Laws:All-ordinances-andreselutionsin-efectat the time this Charteris-adepted-shall-continue

in forceuntilamended or repealed-by Couneil:

General Provisions

Section 10.01 Severability: If any provision, article or section of this Charter is held
unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by a court, this shall not affect the validity, force or effect

of any other provision.

Section 10.02 Amendments to the Charter: It is the desired of the people of the Municipality
that this Charter be flexible and be able to meet the changing conditions and needs of the
Municipality, as it grows and develops. Amendments to this Charter may be made in

accordance with the procedures set forth in Article XVIII, Section 9 of the Ohio Constitution.
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